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The Centre for the Study of Science and Innovation Policy (CSIP) invites all students, 
faculty and researchers interested in the study of science, technology and innovation 
policy to participate in a bi-weekly research forum.  Each forum involves a quick 
roundtable of introductions, a review of topical policy issues, one or more brief research 
reports and general discussion about research strategies and methods that are being 
or could be used to examine various angles of the policy system. You can simply drop in 
and listen or offer to present some of your findings.  

On the Wrong Side of the Innovation Divide?
PRESENTED BY: Ken Coates, JSGS Professor and Canada Research Chair

Northern, remote and Indigenous communities in Canada find themselves on 
the wrong side of the “innovation divide”. With subpar and often extremely 
expensive internet services, limited technical support, and generally weak local 
infrastructure, these communities are poorly situated in the age of science and 
technology. Of course, these same regions have substantial needs—energy, 
food, education, health care and the like—that could be addressed through 
properly done technological innovation.  Many of the tech-related changes 
that are occurring, from e-commerce to autonomous vehicles, are actually 
undermining northern and small town work and business. This presentation 
examines the prospects for “inverting innovation” to ensure that scientific and 
technological changes meet the needs and aspirations of Indigenous, northern 
and remote communities. 


